Antibodies to retroviruses of types C and D in female patients with benign and malignant mammary tumours.
The sera of women with benign and malignant mammary tumours were investigated for the presence of antibodies to structural proteins of retroviruses types C and D by indirect immunoenzyme assay (ELISA) and immunoblotting. Among 89 sera tested 5 reacted with the RD-114 protein, 2 with SSV, M-7, and bovine leukaemia virus proteins. None serum reacted with mouse mammary tumour virus proteins. On the basis of these results we conclude that the expression of antibodies to structural retrovirus proteins is not specific for mammary cancer.